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high pressure conditions predominate, the maximum being estab-
lished over Mongolia. Hence the prevailing winds blow outwards,
arid, being cold, give to the districts over which they blow tem-
peratures that are below the normal. They bring little rain except
when they have crossed the sea as in north-west Japan, or where,
as in Annam, they are merely reinforcing the ordinary trade winds.
On the west of the continent, Asia Minor, Syria, northern Arabia,
and western Persia fall within the region with a Mediterranean type
of climate and receive their rainfall during the winter half of the
year,
During the summer months the land surface becomes greatly
heated, and' an area of low pressure, which is deepest between the
Red Sea and northern India, is developed over the continent.
This low pressure region draws in the trade winds both of the
Indian and Pacific Oceans, and so gives rain to the whole of the
region backed by the mid-world mountain system from India to
Korea. The mountain system itself, on account of its position
and configuration, receives but little rain, except on the slopes
exposed to the monsoon rains, and the interior plateaux are there-
fore dry at all seasons of the year., Over the lowlands, precipitation
takes place mainly in the summer months. The south-west,
around the Caspian Sea and the Sea of Aral, is dry at all seasons
of the year, as in the summer it is sheltered by the configuration of
the land, while in winter it falls within a region of high "pressure.
Farther north there is a gradually increasing rainfall, and a great
part of Siberia has between 10 and 20 inches, the most of which
falls in summer, when moisture is drawn into the northern part
of the continent from various directions, but mainly from the west.
This region is bounded both on the north and on the south by a
belt of country in which precipitation is less than 10 inches.
Several major climatic regions, important from the economic
point of view, may therefore be recognized. In the Malay Peninsula
and in the Malay Archipelago, equatorial conditions prevail and
there is rainfall at al seasons of the year. The proximity of this
region io the densely populated monsoon lands, whence labour
can be easily obtained, has led to greater economic development
than is the case in similar climatic regions in other parts of the
globe. The monsoon lands (taking the term monsoon in its widest
sense) with their high summer temperature and alternation 0f